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MEMORANDUM

TO: Superintendents, Charter Holders, and Special Education Directors SPED 09-04

FROM: Colette E. Chapman, Deputy Associate Superintendent
Exceptional Student Services/Arizona Department of Education

DATE: March 10, 2009

SUBJECT: Alternate Assessments UPDATE

AIMS A Deadline

AIMS A must be administered to all eligible students by March 31, 2009. On March 31, 2009
the AIMS A online system will close and teachers will no longer be able to log on to the system.
Districts will not be able to add students to the AIMS A systems after the March deadline. To
ensure that the students in your district who are eligible were assessed with AIMS A, check the
students’ status by logging on to Common Logon and select “Student Status Report.”

SAIS Errors

Districts of Residents (DOR) are responsible to ensure that their students’ information is in the
SAIS database. Districts of attendance and private schools that have DORs permission to
administer AIMS A to eligible students will not be able to complete this process if an error
persists in SAIS.

Final Verification

The final verification process begins April 1, 2009 and ends April 30, 2009. Attached is the
final verification document to assist you in completing the AIMS A process. During this

process, students should not be added to the system. There may be unforeseen circumstances
that require the administration of AIMS A during this period; however, this must be approved by
Leila Williams or Danielle Gordon.

Student Reports

You will be notified when reports are available and how to generate reports for parents and
district records. Reports will only be available for students who were assessed by March 31,
2009 and their data was verified by April 30, 2009. The administrator may select “Student
Status Report” to identify students who will not receive a Student Report.

AIMS EA Eligibility UPDATE

The Arizona Department of Education (ADE) is developing an assessment based on modified
academic achievement standards for certain students with disabilities known as Arizona’s
Instrument to Measure Standards Enhanced Accessibility (AIMS EA).

This assessment covers the same grade-level content as the general assessment. The
expectations of content mastery are adapted, not the grade-level content standards themselves.
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Only students receiving special education services can be considered for participating in this
assessment. Students who might be eligible for this assessment must have an opportunity to
achieve at grade level, and they must have access to and high quality instruction in grade-level
content.

The timeline for AIMS EA availability is as follows:

Spring 2010 Field test for Grades 7, 8, & 10

Spring 2011 Initial Test Administration for Grades 7, 8, & 10 AND
Field Test for Grades 4, 5, & 6

Spring 2012 Initial Test Administration for Grades 4, 5, & 6

Attached is a copy of the updated Alternate Assessments Eligibility Determination document.
This document includes the eligibility criteria for AIMS A and AIMS EA. If you would like to
schedule training for the AIMS EA eligibility, please contact Melanie Mosiman at 602.364.1296.

If you have any Alternate Assessment questions, please contact:

AIMS A AIMS EA

Leila Williams, Ph.D Melanie Mosiman,

Alternate Assessment Coordinator Alternate Assessment Coordinator
AIMS A and AIMS EA eligibility AIMS EA

602.364.2811 602.364.1296
Leila.Williams@azed.gov Melanie.Mosiman@azed.gov

Danielle Gordon,

AIMS A Technical Quality and Data Analysis Coordinator
602.364.2812

Danielle.Gordon@azed.gov
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AIMS A FINAL VERIFICATION PROCESS

March 31, 2009 The Alternate Assessment application closes for teachers and the
administration of AIMS A ends. This includes all PEAs, accommodation
schools, private day schools, and private residential facilities. Students
cannot be added to AIMS A system after March 31, 2009

April 1 to 30, 2009 The Public Education Agency (PEA) Administrator:

1. Assigns all tuitioned-out students either to the home school or the
school the student would have attended if services were provided within
the PEA. The option selected must be consistently applied to all
students.

e Selects Tuitioned-Out Student Assignment from the Administration
menu in the Alternate Assessment application.

e Selects the appropriate school site from the drop down list next to
each student’s name.

2. Verifies that all eligible students participated in the AIMS-A tests.

3. Ensures that all student data is in a “complete” status (Test data for any
student in an “incomplete” status will be invalidated).

4, Selects Final Verification from the Administration menu on the AIMS A
application.

e Detailed instructions on the Final Verification Process are available
under Documents on the AIMS A application front page.

5. Submits the AIMS A data to ADE.

April 30, 2008 The_AIternate As_sessmen_t application clqses when the Final Submit button
is clicked or April 30, whichever occurs first.

You will be notified when reports are available and how to generate reports
for parents and district records. Reports will only be available for students
who were assessed by March 31, 2009 and their data was verified by

April 30, 2009. The administrator may select “Student Status Report” to
identify students who will not receive a Student Report.





Eligibility Decision Flow Chart for AIMS

IEP teams must consider participation in general education assessments (AIMS 3-8 and HS), with or without standard

accommodations, for students before considering participation in an alternate assessment- AIMS A (alternate
achievement standards) or AIMS EA (modified achievement standards). Eligibility is determined based on the needs

and abilities of each individual student. Please see the AA Eligibility Determination form for further information.
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covered by the IEP?
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Does the student meet the
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Student participates in AIMS EA testing with
or without standard accommodations.

Arizona Department of Education

> participate in AIMS EA testing,
multiple valid measures of the
student’s progress must
document that the student most
likely will not achieve grade-level
proficiency; until this condition is
met, the student must participate
in AIMS testing with or without
standard accommodations.

Student participates in AIMS
testing with or without
standard accommodations.
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Arizona Department of Education

Alternate Assessment Eligibility Determination

02/17/09

The Arizona Department of Education offers three assessments in compliance with the US Department of Education
federal regulations and guidance. Please see the Eligibility Decision Flow Chart for AIMS to guide you through which

assessment would best suit your student with special needs.

A student must have an Individualized Education

Program (IEP) in order to be considered for participation in an alternate assessment.

AIMS A
(Alternate)

Assesses grades 3—8 and high
school

Includes mathematics, reading,
and science (grades 4, 8, and
10)

Assesses qualifying students
in all areas

Addresses Arizona Alternate
Academic Content Standards
Based on Alternate Academic
Achievement Standards

AIMS EA

(Enhanced Accessibility)

e Assesses grades 4-8 and high
school

e Includes mathematics and
reading

e Assesses qualifying students in
mathematics and/or reading

o Addresses grade-level Arizona
Academic Content Standards

e Based on Modified Academic
Achievement Standards

AIMS

e Assesses grades 3—8 and high
school

e Includes mathematics, reading,
writing, and science (grades 4,
8, and 10)

e Addresses grade-level Arizona
Academic Content Standards

e Based on grade-level Academic
Achievement Standards

STUDENT ID:

STUDENT NAME:
SAIS ID: DATE OF BIRTH:
SCHOOL: CASE MANAGER:

GRADE LEVEL:

AIMS A

AIMS EA

Standards.

O The student has an IEP with goals based
on Alternate Academic Content

O The student is exposed to high quality
instruction focusing on Alternate
Academic Content Standards.

Standards.

O The student has an IEP with goals based
on grade-level Academic Content

O The student is exposed to high quality
instruction focusing on grade-level
Academic Content Standards.
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PART |

A
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PART Il






Part I: AIMS A Eligibility Requirements

In order to be considered for AIMS A, students must meet all three of the following criteria in all content areas that are tested
[Mathematics, Reading, and Science (in grades 4, 8, and 10.)]

1. Evidence of a Significant Cognitive Disability

Empirical evidence (formal testing results, multidisciplinary evaluation team results, etc.) of a significant cognitive
disability prevents the acquisition of the grade-level Arizona Academic Content Standards. Please note that students
with learning disabilities who have overall intellectual and/or adaptive behavior abilities within the average range are
not students with most significant cognitive disabilities. The student functions like a student with MR across all
areas: commensurate abilities in mathematics, reading, and writing, adaptive behavior scores, and measures of
intellectual abilities.

Check disability category:
O MIMR 0 MOMR O SMR

O MD with MR component 0 MDSSI with MR component [ TBI with MR component
O Autism with MR component [ Other

Example 1: An eighth-grade student functioning at second-grade level in reading and writing and at fourth-
grade level in mathematics does not qualify under criteria 1.

Example 2: A tenth-grade student functioning at the second-grade level in mathematics, reading, and writing,
does qualify under criteria 1.

The student meets the Evidence of a SCD criterion for AIMS A eligibility.
O Yes O No

2. Curricular Qutcomes
The student has access to high-quality instruction based on Alternate Academic Standards (in all content areas
tested) and the student’s IEP goals and objectives focus on enrolled grade-level Alternate Academic Standards.

The student meets the Curricular Outcomes criterion for AIMS A eligibility.
O Yes O No

3. Intensity of Instruction

Is extremely difficult for the student to acquire, maintain, generalize, and apply academic skills across environments,
even with high-quality extensive/intensive, pervasive, frequent, and individualized instruction in multiple settings in
all content areas tested.

The student meets the Intensity of Instruction criterion for AIMS A eligibility.
O Yes OO No

The student is eligible for AIMS A.

[ Yes (All responses above are marked Yes. Skip to Part IIl.)
0 No (Any response above is marked No. Proceed to Part Il for possible eligibility in AIMS EA.)






Part II: AIMS EA Eligibility Requirements

In order to be considered for AIMS EA in mathematics and/or reading, students must meet all three of the following criteria in
the content area to be tested.

1. Curricular Outcomes
The student has access to high-quality instruction based on grade-level Academic Content Standards and the
student’s IEP goals and objectives focus on enrolled grade-level Academic Content Standards.

The student meets the Curricular Outcomes criterion for AIMS EA eligibility.
Mathematics OYes [ONo Reading OYes [ONo

2. State Assessment History

The student has not met proficiency on AIMS (grades 3-8 and 10), TerraNova (grades 2 and 9), or another state’s
assessment for the last three years, with or without standard accommodations. (AIMS EA may begin at the fourth
grade with 2 years of state testing history.)

AIMS and/or TerraNova and/or Another State’s Assessment Scores (for last 3 years)

Grade: Year: Grade: Year: Grade: Year:
AIMS® TerraNova® AIMS® TerraNova® AIMS® TerraNova®
SS/PL %ile / Sta. SS/PL %ile / Sta. SS/PL %ile / Sta.

Mathematics
Reading

2 or other Criterion Referenced Test used in another State (i.e. state standards assessment)

b or other Norm Referenced Test (NRT) used in another state

SS= Scale Score PL= Performance Level %ile= Percentile Rank Sta.= Stanine
On three previous AIMS, the student’s scores (scale scores and performance levels) should lie within the mid of the
Approaches to the Falls Far Below categories (see AIMS Scale Score Table for corresponding grade levels). If the
scores are from an NRT or another State’s standardized assessment, consider the levels below which a typical grade
level student would be considered average or meet proficiency.

The student meets the State Assessment History criterion for AIMS EA eligibility.
Mathematics OYes [ONo Reading OYes [ONo

3. Additional Data
Based on all available predictive data, the IEP team has determined that this student most likely will not be able to
demonstrate proficiency of the grade level Academic Content Standards through further administration of AIMS, but
may be able to with enhanced accessibility. Use a minimum of 2 additional data sources listed and attach.
e District assessments or other comparable measurement
e Performance on other assessments that can validly document academic achievement (DIBELS, Reading First)
e Response to Intervention documentation
e Measurable progress on academic standards IEP goals

The student meets the Additional Data criterion for AIMS EA eligibility.
Mathematics OYes ONo Reading OYes [ONo

The student is eligible for AIMS EA.

Mathematics [0 Yes (All responses are marked Yes for mathematicsin 1, 2, & 3.)
O No (Any response is marked No for mathematicsin 1, 2, & 3.)
Reading [ Yes (All responses are marked Yes for readingin 1, 2, & 3.)

OO No (Any response is marked No for readingin 1, 2, & 3.)






Part Ill: Parent Notification
Parents must be notified that the student’s AIMS assessment will be based on Alternate Academic Achievement Standards or on
Modified Academic Achievement Standards.

Measure of Academic Achievement

The child’s academic achievement will be measured by the most appropriate assessment as determined by the IEP
team and the noted documentation and data. The student will participate in testing with the following
assessment(s).

O AIMS A Mathematics, Reading, and Science (for grades 4, 8, and 10)

OR
Mathematics O AIMS or O AIMS EA
Reading O AIMS or 0 AIMS EA
Science O AIMS (for grades 4, 8, and 10)
Writing O AIMS

Potential Consequences
Are there any effects of state or local policies that would preclude completion requirements for a regular high school

diploma for the child participating in either test?

O Yes
Explain:

O No

Documentation Requirements for Informing Parents
If a parent or legal guardian participated in the IEP meeting during which the Alternate Assessment Eligibility
Determination form was completed, then the parent attendance indicated on the IEP cover page will suffice.

[ Parent participated at IEP meeting.

If the parent or legal guardian did not participate in the IEP meeting, then contact the parent to discuss the points
above.
O Parent contacted through letter dated
O Parent contacted via phone by on

Date of Alternate Assessment eligibility determination:

IEP team members present at Alternate Assessment eligibility determination decision:






